Choosing a DRG grouper for Australia: issues and options.
Issues surrounding the selection in late 1990 of the New York grouper as the basis for the first Australian Diagnosis Related Group (DRG) version are discussed. The methods and results are reported for a large scale empirical study to identify the effects, based on Australian data of using different groupers developed in the United States (U.S.). The various applications of the DRG system for funding, hospital management, quality assurance and utilisation review pose different requirements for the selection of a grouper. The impact of the various options on these applications is explored along with possible future developments. This paper is an abbreviated version of an interim project report presented to the Consensus Conference held in Canberra in November, 1990. More recent results have been added here.